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2021 FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
PART II: FFY 2021 FLP PROJECT NOMINATION BRIEF
The Proposed Project Nomination Brief describes both the Tract and the Project. The final ranking of the nominated tract will be based on the information provided in this brief.   
Complete the brief using 10-point font with single spaced lines and standard one inch margins. This information will be placed into the national Forest Legacy Information System (FLIS) database and is subject to editing by NDF and USFS staff. The headings shown below are based on the project attributes used to score applications at the national level.

FUNDING SUMMARY  
Provide a summary of proposed project funding, including future funding requests, if applicable. The Forest Legacy Program (FLP) will fund a maximum of 75% of the total project and requires a minimum of 25% cost share (match) in property, cash or in-kind contributions. Cost share can be provided by the land owner, a non-profit organization, or local government entities. “Other Funding Sources” are other federal, state, or private funding not accounted for in the total project and not included in the 25% Non-Federal Cost Share.
                         FLP FUNDING                 NON-FEDERAL        
                         REQUESTED            Cost Share (Match)
         Other Funding Sources:
	FY 2021
	
	
	
	
	

	FY 2022
	
	
	
	
	

	FY 2023
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals:
	
	
	
	
	


DESCRIPTION –Two page maximum length. This information should include the following elements: (1) general location; (2) position in the landscape; (3) brief description of the Tract and its contribution to the larger Project, if applicable; (4) summary of project importance and need for funding and (5) whether the project requires a direct acquisition fee or conservation easement funding.
IMPORTANCE – A maximum of 20 statements is allowed. This criterion reflects the ecological assets and the economic and social values conserved by the project, as well as, the project’s level of significance. Proposals are considered nationally significant if they support Federal laws (such as the Endangered Species Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and Clean Water Act) or interstate/international resources (such as migratory species, or trails and waterways that cross state or international boundaries). Use numerical data to support statements of importance when available. A successful application will cover the majority of the following attributes, or will demonstrate several exceptionally high-quality attributes.   
Sustainable Forest Management (examples: landowner demonstrates sustainable forest management in accordance with a management plan, property is third-party certified).
Economic Benefits from Forestry Activities (examples: Tract contributes to local economy through job creation, commodity production, long-term forest management).

Forest Productivity (examples: soils and site information, other characteristics that demonstrate the Tract is suitable for long-term forestry).
Economic Benefits from Non-Timber Products (examples: activities such as hunting leases, ranching, brush and fern gathering; recreation or tourism that provide revenue to the local or regional economy. Include statistics on jobs and revenue if available.).
Threatened or Endangered Species Habitat (describe benefits of the Tract to endangered or threatened plant and animal species. Include information on documented occurrences.)

Fish, Wildlife, Plants and Unique Forest Communities (describe benefits of the Tract to unique and/or important species or habitats. Include reference to formal assessments, conservation plans or strategies developed by government or non-governmental organizations that support the significance of this Tract.)
Water Quality Protection (examples: protects water supply or watershed, aquifer recharge area, wetlands, riparian areas, marine areas, etc.). 
Public Access (Describe how protection of this property will maintain or establish access for public recreation. Include any permissions or restrictions the landowner may place on the property.) 
Scenic (Indicate if Tract is located in or near a government-designated scenic feature such as a scenic byway, lake, or river.) 
Historic/Cultural/Tribal (Describe significant historic, cultural, or tribal features. Include source of documentation and government designation.)
THREATENED  - A maximum of 10 statements is allowed. This criterion estimates the likelihood for conversion of the tract to non-forestry uses. 
Lack of Protection (describe conversion potential due to lack of temporary or permanent protections; examples: zoning allows 5 acre lots, no moratorium on development, no covenants or other encumbrances that limit development).   
Land and Landowners Circumstances (examples: property held in an estate, aging landowner, future ownership or management by heirs is uncertain, property is up for sale or has a sale pending, landowner has received purchase offers, land has an approved subdivision plan, landowner has sold subdivisions of the property).

Adjacent Land Use (examples: adjacent land use characteristics such as existing land status, rate of development growth and conversion, % rate of population growth, % rate of change in local land ownership, market demand for the property type, etc.).
Ability to Develop (describe physical attributes of the property that facilitate conversion such as road access, buildable ground, availability of utilities, etc.)
STRATEGIC A maximum of 10 statements is allowed. This criterion reflects the project area’s relevance or relationship to conservation efforts on a broader perspective. 
Describe how your project will:

Support Existing Conservation Initiatives, Strategies or Plans. (Includes efforts by government and non-government entities such as species recovery plans, habitat conservation plans, or regional initiatives/strategies).
Complement Protected Lands (Describe how project is strategically linked to enhance lands already protected through government ownership, private conservation efforts or other land protection programs).
Strategic Examples (How the project fits into larger conservation strategies):

Larger conservation plan, strategy, or initiative by a government or non-government entity:
· Good Example: “This forest has been identified internationally (included identifying countries and states) as important for long-term preservation due to the unique forest type and resiliency to frequent storms”;
· Poor Example: “This project is less than one mile from ___ State Forest”.
· Although this statement presents the projects proximity to other protected lands, it does not provide much insight into how this could be beneficial to the general public or as part of a landscape conservation plan;
· Good Example:  “The _____ Project Area is within and adjacent to TNC priority eco-portfolio sites, and priority conservation areas as developed by the Save-the-Redwoods League and BLM.
READINESS – Listed items may provide extra points for your proposal in the national evaluation process. Project Readiness is defined as the degree of due diligence applied and the certainty of a successful Forest Legacy Program project. To demonstrate project readiness, completed items need to be specified (including completion date). These will be entered into FLIS and credit will only be given to those items completed. 
1. Has information been documented to support the cost estimate, such as completed market analysis or preliminary appraisal?
2. Have the landowner and easement holder agreed to the easement or fee acquisition conditions? (The State can provide a template for a conservation easement).

3. Has a cost share commitment been obtained from a specified source? 
4. Has an option or purchase and sale agreement been signed? 
5. Has a title search been completed?
6. Have ownership of mineral rights and mineral potential been determined? 

7. Has a stewardship plan or multi-resource management plan been completed? 
SUPPORTING PARTIES 

This Legacy Project would be supported by: (list organizations, partners, stakeholders, local and national leaders, and other interested parties who have given letters of support or would be willing to do so.)
PHOTOS  (mAX 4, JPEGs only)
· Any photos that demonstrate the importance of the project and enhance your application
MAP  (MAX 1, JPEGs or PDFs only)
· Show the project area, project phases, and vicinity. Add features that help demonstrate project significance and illustrate points made in the description, but be careful to keep the map clear and uncluttered.
Note:  If your project is selected, a GIS shape file of the Tract will be required for submission at the national level. NDF staff will assist selected applicants with collecting and submitting GIS data.
