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    State Fire Assistance 
Grant Application 

*For guidance on filling in each box in this application, refer to the Criteria and Instructions

1 

Applicant Information 
Applicant: 

Contact Person: 
Address: 

City/Zip Code: 
Phone (Work/Cell): 

Email: 
Fax: 

Federal Tax ID\DUNS #: 

2 

Project Information 
Name of Project: 

Community Name: 
County(ies): 

Congressional District: 
Latitude: Longitude: 

3 

Total Project Expense 

Budget Detail 
(Provide additional 

information in Block 4) 

Grant Share 
($ Amount 
Requested) 

Match TOTAL 
Dollars In-Kind 

Personnel / Labor: 

Fringe Benefits: 

Travel: 

Equipment: 

Supplies: 

Contractual: 

Construction: 

Other: 

Indirect Costs: 

TOTAL: 

F O R   O F F I C I A L   U S E   O N L Y    
State Submitting Project: 

State Priority Number: 
Dollar Amount Requested: 

Matching Share: 



Page 2 of 4  
2016      Western States WUI Application  

4 

  Budget Narrative 

5 

Project Area Description and Challenges 

6 

Relation to Forest Action Plan | CWPP 
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7 

Proposed Activities 

8 

Landscape 
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9 

Project Collaboration 

10 

Project Timeline 

11 

Project Sustainability 

ALL INFORMATION MUST FIT INTO THE BOXES PROVIDED.  ATTACHMENTS AND/OR MODIFICATIONS 
WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE. 
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	Text58: Of the amount requested, contractual includes mechanical thinning on 90 acres @ $1800/acre = $162,000; hand thinning on 40 acres @ $1900/acre = $76,000; broadcast and/or pile burning on 40 acres @ $500/acre = $20,000; and cheatgrass control on 20 acres @ $25/acre x 3 times = $1,500; for a total of $259,500. The thinning and prescribed burns will reduce fuels and potential fire behavior in the Clear Creek WUI, and increase the resiliency of the forest, riparian area, and shrub fields. Supplies include paint, flagging, equipment maintenance (chainsaws and vehicles), and fuel. Indirect costs cover grant administration overhead.

	Text59: This project will reduce fuels on both private and city owned land adjacent to Highway 50, a scenic by-way that connects Carson City and Lake Tahoe. The land surrounds Horse Creek a year-round tributary of Clear Creek which is an important municipal watershed for the residents of Carson and Douglas Counties. The Clear Creek community was deemed high hazard in a 2005 CWPP due to high fuel loading and topography. Vegetation is a mixture of overly dense, even-age stands of Jeffrey pine, moderate to heavily stocked shrub fields of manzanita, ceonothus, bitterbrush and sagebrush, and riparian vegetation comprised mainly of willow, alder, and aspen experiencing conifer encroachment. The forests in this area historically burned in frequent, low-intensity fires every 7-12 years. Over one hundred years of active fire suppression has allowed fuels to build-up and created conditions that now support high-intensity, stand-replacing fires. In 2003, 17 homes were lost in the Waterfall Fire and another 550 homes threatened, one watershed to the north with similar vegetation and fuel loading. 
Due to a continuing drought this area is seeing increased bark beetle activity and die-back of shrubs and riparian species. While fuels reduction work has been accomplished in the area, several large parcels of private land still contain high levels of hazardous fuels. Access in and out of this community is limited to a single road and fire fighter access is of concern due to vegetation surrounding roads and homes.  
	Text60: Horse Creek lies within the Sierra Front, a priority landscape at high risk identified in Nevada's FAP (Resource Strategy, p. 6). This project aligns with the goals of the FAP by addressing the following threats (FAP Resource Strategy pgs. 23, 27, 43): heavy fuel accumulation and high tree density, invasive species, wildland urban interface risk, impaired watershed, and population pressures. This fuels reduction project will protect homes and the watershed from catastrophic wildfire, reducing loss and preventing soil erosion. The CWPP for the Clear Creek community states that landowners should coordinate with NDF to implement landscape-wide fuel reduction treatments. Recommendations include reducing forested areas to a basal area of 80 square feet per acre, reducing and removing brush ladder fuels below tree crowns, thinning trees alongside driveways to a spacing of 30 feet between crowns, thinning of brush to a spacing of twice the brush height, and reducing cheatgrass infestations. One of the properties this project will treat was specifically targeted by the CWPP for fuel reduction treatment. This project will also accomplish fuel reduction treatments outlined in the Carson Range Multi-Jurisdictional Fuel Reduction and Wildfire Prevention Strategy by approved methodologies (pgs. 11, 16). 
	Text61: Fuel reduction treatments will be accomplished through a combination of mechanical and hand thinning, chipping, mastication, and prescribed fire. Forested areas will be thinned to a basal area of between 80 - 120 square feet per acre. Ladder fuels will be removed from the base of trees out to the drip line.
90 acres will be mechanically thinned and all logs will be removed from the site and used for sawlogs or firewood. Slash will be chipped and broadcast on site or removed depending on the amount of slash and remaining fuel loads.
40 acres will be hand thinned and logs removed from the site, and used as firewood or fence posts, or piled and burned. Brush and slash will be chipped and broadcast on site, chipped and hauled from site, or piled and burned, depending on topography and access.
Approximately 40 acres will be treated with prescribed fire following thinning treatments.
20 acres of cheatgrass infested land will be treated through a combination of mowing, spraying, and re-seeding.
During all treatments press releases from NDF will alert the public on the fuel reduction activities occurring in their community. Several field trips will occur during and following project completion to inform the public on WUI treatments and the benefits of prescribed fire.
	Text62: This project will complement 15 years of fuels reduction work done in the Clear Creek drainage by the US Forest Service, Nevada Division of Forestry, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Nevada State Lands, the Nature Conservancy, and private landowners. The Clear Creek Community lies in the Sierra Front which has seen an increase in large catastrophic wildfires in the last several decades in forests not adapted to large, high-intensity fires. The frequent-fire pine forests of the Sierra Nevada mountain range have been deemed at risk due to a combination of fire exclusion and the increasing scale and frequency of stand-replacing fires.
Nevada is the driest state in the US and protecting water resources is one of the highest priorities across the state, and the Clear Creek drainage is part of Carson City's (NV state capitol) municipal watershed. Horse Creek is a tributary of Clear Creek which is the only perennial tributary of Carson River in Nevada. Clear Creek and Carson River are important for ground water recharge, agriculture, wildlife and recreation. The Carson River is the only river that flows into the Carson Sink, a productive wetland that supports a great diversity of wildlife.
The properties to be treated, in need of fuel reduction work, include some of the largest private parcels (> 20 acres) in this area. This project will also reintroduce fire back into a system that has not seen fire in over 100 years. While prescribed fires in NV generally occur on federal and state lands, this project seeks to extend the many ecological benefits of this management activity to private landowners.   
  
	Text63: The groups involved with this project include Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF), Carson City, Nevada Land Trust, The Nature Conservancy, and several private landowners. The proposed treatments will occur on both private property and land owned by Carson City. All of the stakeholders are involved in the planning process. Nevada Division of Forestry is collaborating with the landowners to create stewardship plans to provide management recommendations for immediate and long-term plans of the surrounding vegetation. NDF and the Nevada Land Trust will be responsible for implementing the proposed treatments. This project complements adjacent fuel reduction treatments completed by the USFS, BIA, and other private landowners. The Nature Conservancy and NDF will both contribute to press releases and field trips to inform and educate the public on the fuel reduction treatments occurring in the Clear Creek WUI. The following will count for match on the grant: salary of NDF, Carson City, and Nevada Land Trust personnel; private landowner labor hours; NDF engines used during prescribed burns; NDF Conservation Camps crew work; sale of logs and firewood removed from site.
	Text65: Several of the landowners are actively managing vegetation on their properties. The scope of the work has become too large to effectively reduce hazardous fuels and this project will allow the landowners to effectively manage fuels in the future. Jeffrey pine forests historically burned frequently at low-intensities and a 10 - 20 year maintenance cycle is recommended to keep fuels and tree densities to desirable levels. Prescribed burns will be carried out by Nevada Division of Forestry, Carson City Fire Department, and private landowners. If broadcast burns are not feasible, hand thinning and pile burning will be conducted at similar intervals. All of the landowners will approve a 10 year stewardship plan prepared by a NDF forester that outlines management recommendations for fuels reduction and forest health improvement. The management recommendations in the stewardship plan will align with the recommendations from the Clear Creek CWPP. Monitoring of fuel conditions will occur every two - five years and will be conducted by NDF staff and University students. The bulk of the initial treatment will occur within the first two years. The initial treatment will reduce the fuels to the point that fire can be reintroduced into the forest. Controlled understory burning will be the preferred maintenance activity as it is cheaper and more ecologically sound than mechanical or hand thinning. Deliverable for the project will be a 50% reduction in fuel loading. This project will allow for many stakeholders to work together to achieve a mutual goal while building long-term relationships between multiple agencies.
	Text64: Cultural and special status species surveys would begin in year one. NDF foresters will also finalize technical treatment plans in year one. Mechanical treatments will be implemented in years one and two. Prescribed burns will be implemented as appropriate in years two and three. Cheatgrass treatments will be implemented throughout the three year period depending on the timing of precipitation events. Project implementation time is three years.


