State Fire Assistance

Grant Application

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
State Submitting Project: Nevada
State Priority Number: 03
Dollar Amount Requested: $300,000.00
Matching Share: $300,000.00

*For guidance on filling in each box in this application, refer to the Criteria and Instructions

Applicant Information

Applicant: |[NevadaDivision

of Forestry

Contact Person: |BenBolton

1 Address:

HC 33 Box 33446

City/Zip Code: |Ely, NV 89301

Phone (Work/Cell):

775-289-8436175-296-2115

Email:

bbolton@forestry.nv.qov

Fax: |775-289-1633

Federal Tax ID\DUNS #:

88-6000022048101831

Project Information

Name of Project:

White PineCountyHazardoudg-uelsReduction

2 Community Name:

CherryCreek,North Schell,CavelLake, City of Ely

County(ies): |White Pine

Congressional District: |1

Latitude: [39.4400N

| Longitude: [114.9000W

Total Project Expense
P r?)cgdgee;(?(f itt?cl)lnal G(;aAn:n%Z?;[e M atC h TOTAL
information in Block 4) Requested) Dollars In-Kind
Personnel / Labor: $63,048.0 $166,500.01 $35,000.0! $264,548.0
Fringe Benefits: $0.0C $0.0C $0.0C $0.0C
Travel: $2,000.0( $0.0C $0.0C $2,000.0(
Equipment: $0.0C $0.0C $40,000.0( $4o,ooo.o|
Supplies: $7,000.0( $0.0C $15,000.0!( $22,000.0
Contractual: $188,822.01 $43,500.01 $0.0C $232,322.0
Construction: _ $0.0C $0.0C $0.0d
Other: $0.0C $0.0C $0.0C $0.0C
Indirect Costs: $39,130.0! $0.0C $0.0C $39,130.0!
TOTAL: $300,000.0! $210,000.01 $90,000.01 $600,000.0
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Budget Narrative

Personnel/LabomBivision of Forestrypersonnetlirectly associateavith the projectsandhomeowner
education; Travel-NDF Forestemwill travelin excesof 100 milesroundtrip to accessnuchof the
projectwork sites; Suppliesprojectsuppliesto includemarkingpaint,flagging, herbicide seedmixes
sawandchipperparts,andseeddrills; Contractualconservatiortamphandcrewsand/orprivate
contractorgo performwork, which includesthinning, herbicideandseedapplication,andprescribed
burning; IndirectCosts-15% perDivision of Forestry'snegotiatedate.

Thegoalof thisgrantis to treat247 acresat $765peracre.

MatchDollars: PersonnelNDF, StateParks,Departmenbf Wildlife donatedstafftime to completeall
phase®f the project;ContractualHomeowneicontributionsto pay contractorgor work. In Kind:
Donatediime, equipmentandsuppliesto projectby landownersStateParks,andNDF.

The Project

White PineCountyis locatedin the east-centrgbartof Nevadan therugged high deserterrainof the
GreatBasin. Thereis anenormousamountof exposurawithin thewildland-urbaninterfacedueto the
densemixtureof highly fire pronevegetatiortypes. Thevegetatiorrangesrom nativeandnon-native
annualgrassesindGreatBasinshrubsto extensiveareasof densepinyon-juniperforestcover. Thehigh
fuel load surroundinghe communitiepresents hugerisk to lives andproperty. The proposedroject
will focuson creatingdefensiblespacetheinstallationof shadeduel breaksandtheimprovemenof
entranceandegressoutes while improving foresthealthandfosteringnativeunderstoryplants.
Noxiousweedswhich contributeto increasedire dangemwill alsobetargetedor chemicalreatment
andreplacementvith nativevegetation.Homeownereducatiorwill alsobetargetedwith this project
utilizing the highly successfuliving with Firein Nevadaprogramthroughthe University of Nevada
CooperativeExtension.

Relation to Forest Action Plan/CWPP

Thelocationsfor the proposeduelsreductiontreatmentsvereselecteasedn the wildfire risk
assessmentgvento communitiesn the White PineCountyCWPP ,andfor thethreatshatarelistedin
Nevada'd-orestAction Plan,which pertainto hazardouguel loading. CherryCreekis acommunitythat
hasbeenplacedin the high hazardcategoryof the CWPPfor severafactors;includingthelack of
defensiblespacedensefuels,andlimited fire fighting capabilities. The historicNorthernNevada
Railroad,presentsrisk to the communitiesof Ely andMcGill, NV (bothof which havebeenclassified
in themoderaténazardcategoryof the CWPP)dueto theamountof densebrushandcheatgrassthathas
accumulate@longtherailroadtracks. FurthermoreCavelake StateParkandthe communitiedocated
in the North SchellRangehavea build up of live anddeadfuel thatwill resultin a catastrophiaevildfire
whichwill threatenpropertyaswell ashumanlives. Theplannedreatmentireasarelocatedin the
Egan/ChernyCreekandSchellCreekRangepriority landscapesf the StateForestAction Planand
addresghefollowing threatsdentifiedin thoseranges:invasivegrassesioresthealth,impaired
watershedsensitive/threatenespeciesgrowthin the WUI, andcatastrophidire potential.

Page 2 of 4
2014 Western States WUI Application



Proposed Activities

The proposedreatmentireadotal to 247 acres. Fundswill be utilized to facilitate privatecontractors
andstateconservatiorcrewsto constructshadeduel breaksandcreatedefensiblespaceon privately
ownedlandswithin the previouslymentioneccommunitiesof White PineCounty. Shadeduel breaks
within treatmenunitswill haveatreespacingwhich measured5-20feetbetweertreecrowns. Brush
will bespacedataratewhichis roughlytwice theaveragéeheightof the plants. Defensiblespacewill be
installedaroundstructuresandwill typically extendto a distancebeyond50 feet,dependingn
vegetatiortypesandsite conditionssuchasslopes. Treeswill beremovedunderneatipowerlinesto
maintainutility right of waysandbrushwill beremovedaroundpowerline transformergo a distanceof
20feet. Brushandcheatgrasswill beremovedalongthe historic NorthernNevadaRailroadtracksto a
distanceof 10 feeton eachsideof thetracksto mitigatethethreatof fire ignitions. Herbicideswill be
usedin accordancevith their respectivdabelsto controlnoxiousplants,andseedwill beplantedto
re-establismative,fire resistanwegetation.NDF's Forestemwill be makingassessmentm forestinsect
anddiseasessuesat eachprojectlocation,andwill makethe necessaryecommendation® improve
foresthealth. Handcrewswill fell treesandcuttreetrunksinto firewoodor fencepostsfor biomass
utilization. Thesematerialswill beremovedby landownersandthelaborinvolvedin this effort will be
countedasmatch. Slashwill bedisposedf via piling andburning,or chipping. Thechipswill bepiled
for useasmulch,or broadcasbackon sitefor soil stabilizationandmoistureretention. Brushwill be
removedby handor with mowing/masticatiorquipmentwhereapplicable. FourLiving with Fire
educationakventswill be heldby thecommunitesn conjunctionwith NDF, UNR'sCooperative
Extensionthe CountyFire ProtectionDistrict, andothercooperatorsiuring Wildfire Awarenessveek,
andmailingswill occurbefore,during,andaftertreatmentgo reach2,100people.

Landscape

Thegoalsof this planareto complemenexistingfuel breakson federallandwith fuel breakson state
andprivateland,in anattemptto reducethelikelihood of a catastrophidire. The ForestServicehas
implementedreatmentsn North Schellandaroundthetown of Ely, ourswould be on adjacenstateand
privatelands. TheBLM hasfuel breaksin the EganRangearoundCherryCreekwhich our treatments
would alsobe adjacento. TheDivision working closelywith NevadaDivision of StateParkshasbegun
work in andaroundCavelake StatePark. This proposedreatmentvould implementotherpriority
treatmentsn the statepark. Communityresidentswill be educatedboutproperdefensiblespace
techniquesnoxiousweedcontrol,forestryrelatedinsectsanddiseaseandtheimportanceof ingressand
egresenhancemertb their properties. Thiswill beaccomplishedby thedistributionof various
brochuresandpamphletdevelopedy the University of NevadaCooperativeExtension'd.iving with
Fire program,aswell asreadingmaterialsproducedoy the NevadaDivision of Forestry. This program
hasanadvisorypanelcompiledof state Jocal, federal,andprivatelandownerssothatthe message
acrosgurisdictionalboundariess consistento increaseeffectivenesvertime. Thebenefitresulting
from the proposedactivitieswill notonly decreaséuturefire suppressioosts butreducetherisk to
residentsaandfirefighters.
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Project Collaboration

TheNevadaDivision of Forestrywill beresponsibldor projectdesignandmanagemerthroughall
phase®f the project,including contractingandcoordinatingwvork crews. TheU.S. ForestServiceand

9 |BLM continueto collaboratewith The NevadaDivision of Forestryon hazardouguel treatmenprojects
within White PineCounty,sharingcontractorsvheremutually beneficial. NevadaStateParkswill
providein-kind matchby removingthe biomasgie; fencepostor firewood)whichwill begenerated
duringthis projectusingStateParksdonatedequipmentindpersonnel. The NevadaDepartmentf
Wildlife will provideinformationonthreatene@ndendangeredpecieghatmayexistin the project
areasandassiswith mitigationefforts. Privatelandownerswill bedonatingtime andresourcen
removing/utilizingwood producedrom work on their property,aswell assupplyingherbicidesvhen
neededascostsharingincentives.

Project Timeline

Within 3 monthsof receivinggrantfunds,archaeologicahndsensitivespeciesanalysisandmitigation
planningwill becompleted.iImplementatiorwill thenbeginandtakeplacefor 12 months. After project
10 |completionthetreatedareaswill be monitoredoy NDF Foresterdor aperiodof 10 years. Biannual
reportswill be generate@ndsubmittedto the NDF stateoffice which reflectfactorssuchasacres
treatedfundsused,andlandownersatisfaction.

Project Sustainability

Uponcompletionof the project,the NDF Forestemwill visit the site on a bi-annualbasisfor monitoring
re-growthof trees brush,grassesandnoxiousweedsto makecertainthe objectivesof the projecthave
11 |beenmet. If fuelsareincreasingn theseareasthelandownemwill be consultedandoffered
recommendationsf abovetheinitial maintenancg@lanrequirementsLandownersandStateParkswill
berequiredperindividual agreemento maintaintheir own propertyfor a periodof 10 years. The
relationshipsreatedvith newlandownerswill allow for greateropportunitiesn the futurefor project
development.Also, the educationaprogramgpropertyvisits, handoutsbrochuresandtraining) will
enhancehelevel of fire awarenesandforesthealthfor citizensliving in thecommunities.This
treatmentvill includethedistributionof publicationssuchasthe Living with Fire documentand
holdingcommunitymeetingswith federal,state, andcountyemployees.Theseeventswill generate
communitydiscussiongindcollaborationwith agenciesaswell asprovideupdatednformationfor
landownerswith previouslytreatedpropertiego continuemaintenancef pastprojects. Living with Fire
Is amulti-agencycollaborativeeffort to give a consistentnessagéo the public thathasbeena
sustainablgrogramfor overtenyearsin Nevada. Becausef this, it hascredibility with both
landownersaandagencieshroughoutNevada. Many Living with Fire publicationshavebeenadaptedor
usein otherstatedo includeUtahandCalifornia.

ALL INFORMATION MUST FIT INTO THE BOXES PROVIDED. ATTACHMENTS AND/OR MODIFICATIONS
WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE.
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	Text58: Personnel/Labor- Division of Forestry personnel directly associated with the projects and homeowner education;  Travel- NDF Forester will travel in excess of 100 miles round trip to access much of the project work sites;  Supplies- project supplies to include marking paint, flagging, herbicide, seed mixes saw and chipper parts, and seed drills; Contractual- conservation camp hand crews and/or private contractors to perform work, which includes thinning, herbicide and seed application, and prescribed burning ;  Indirect Costs- 15% per Division of Forestry's negotiated rate.
The goal of this grant is to treat 247 acres at $765 per acre.  
Match Dollars: Personnel- NDF, State Parks, Department of Wildlife donated staff time to complete all phases of the project; Contractual: Homeowner contributions to pay contractors for work. In Kind: Donated time, equipment, and supplies to project by landowners, State Parks, and NDF.
	Text59: White Pine County is located in the east-central part of Nevada in the rugged, high desert terrain of the Great Basin.  There is an enormous amount of exposure within the wildland-urban interface due to the dense mixture of highly fire prone vegetation types.  The vegetation ranges from native and non-native  annual grasses and Great Basin shrubs, to extensive areas of dense pinyon-juniper forest cover.  The high fuel load surrounding the communities presents a huge risk to lives and property.  The proposed project will focus on creating defensible space, the installation of shaded fuel breaks, and the improvement of entrance and egress routes, while improving forest health and fostering native understory plants.  Noxious weeds, which contribute to increased fire danger will also be targeted for chemical treatment and replacement with native vegetation.  Homeowner education will also be targeted with this project utilizing the highly successful Living with Fire in Nevada program through the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension.        
	Text60: The locations for the proposed fuels reduction treatments were selected based on the wildfire risk assessments given to communities in the White Pine County CWPP, and for the threats that are listed in Nevada's Forest Action Plan, which pertain to hazardous fuel loading.  Cherry Creek is a community that has been placed in the high hazard category of the CWPP for several factors; including the lack of defensible space, dense fuels, and limited fire fighting capabilities.  The historic Northern Nevada Railroad, presents a risk to the communities of Ely and McGill, NV (both of which have been classified in the moderate hazard category of the CWPP) due to the amount of dense brush and cheat grass that has accumulated along the railroad tracks.  Furthermore, Cave Lake State Park and the communities located in the North Schell Range have a build up of live and dead fuel that will result in a catastrophic wildfire which will threaten  property as well as human lives.   The planned treatment areas are located in the Egan/Cherry Creek and Schell Creek Range priority landscapes of the State Forest Action Plan and address the following threats identified in those ranges:  invasive grasses, forest health, impaired watershed, sensitive/threatened species, growth in the WUI, and catastrophic fire potential.
	Text61: The proposed treatment areas total to 247 acres.  Funds will be utilized to facilitate private contractors and state conservation crews to construct shaded fuel breaks and create defensible space on privately owned lands within the previously mentioned communities of White Pine County.  Shaded fuel breaks within treatment units will have a tree spacing which measures 15-20 feet between tree crowns.  Brush will be spaced at a rate which is roughly twice the average height of the plants .  Defensible space will be installed around structures, and will typically extend to a distance beyond 50 feet, depending on vegetation types and site conditions such as slopes.  Trees will be removed underneath power lines to maintain utility right of ways and brush will be removed around power line transformers to a distance of 20 feet.  Brush and cheat grass will be removed along the historic Northern Nevada Railroad tracks to a distance of 10 feet on each side of the tracks to mitigate the threat of fire ignitions.  Herbicides will be used in accordance with their respective labels to control noxious plants, and seed will be planted to re-establish native, fire resistant vegetation.  NDF's Forester will be making assessments on forest insect and disease issues at each project location, and will make the necessary recommendations to improve forest health.  Hand crews will fell trees, and cut tree trunks into firewood or fence posts for biomass utilization.  These materials will be removed by landowners and the labor involved in this effort will be counted as match.  Slash will be disposed of via piling and burning, or chipping.  The chips will be piled for use as mulch, or broadcast back on site for soil stabilization and moisture retention.  Brush will be removed by hand or with mowing/mastication equipment, where applicable.  Four Living with Fire educational events will be held by the communites in conjunction with NDF, UNR's Cooperative Extension, the County Fire Protection District, and other cooperators during Wildfire Awareness week, and mailings will occur before, during, and after treatments to reach 2,100 people.    


	Text62: The goals of this plan are to complement existing fuel breaks on federal land with fuel breaks on state and private land, in an attempt to reduce the likelihood of a catastrophic fire. The Forest Service has implemented treatments in North Schell and around the town of Ely, ours would be on adjacent state and private lands.  The BLM has fuel breaks in the Egan Range around Cherry Creek which our treatments would also be adjacent to.  The Division working closely with Nevada Division of State Parks has begun work in and around Cave Lake State Park.  This proposed treatment would implement other priority treatments in the state park.  Community residents will be educated about proper defensible space techniques, noxious weed control, forestry related insects and diseases and the importance of ingress and egress enhancement to their properties.  This will be accomplished by the distribution of various brochures and pamphlets developed by the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension's Living with Fire program, as well as reading materials produced by the Nevada Division of Forestry.  This program has an advisory panel compiled of state, local, federal, and private landowners, so that the message across jurisdictional boundaries is consistent to increase effectiveness over time.  The benefit resulting from the proposed activities will not only decrease future fire suppression costs, but reduce the risk to residents and firefighters.  

	Text63: The Nevada Division of Forestry will be responsible for project design and management through all phases of the project, including contracting and coordinating work crews.  The U.S. Forest Service and BLM continue to collaborate with The Nevada Division of Forestry on hazardous fuel treatment projects within White Pine County, sharing contractors where mutually beneficial.  Nevada State Parks will provide in-kind match by removing the biomass (ie; fence post or firewood) which will be generated during this project using State Parks donated equipment and personnel.  The Nevada Department of Wildlife will provide information on threatened and endangered species that may exist in the project areas, and assist with mitigation efforts.  Private landowners will be donating time and resources in removing/utilizing wood produced from work on their property, as well as supplying herbicides when needed as cost sharing incentives.  
  
	Text64: Within 3 months of receiving grant funds, archaeological and sensitive species analysis and mitigation planning will be completed.  Implementation will then begin and take place for 12 months.  After project completion, the treated areas will be monitored by NDF Foresters for a period of 10 years.  Biannual reports will be generated and submitted to the NDF state office which reflect factors such as acres treated, funds used, and landowner satisfaction.
	Text65: Upon completion of the project, the NDF Forester will visit the site on a bi-annual basis for monitoring re-growth of trees, brush, grasses, and noxious weeds, to make certain the objectives of the project have been met.  If fuels are increasing in these areas, the landowner will be consulted, and offered recommendations, if above the initial maintenance plan requirements.  Landowners and State Parks will be required per individual agreement to maintain their own property for a period of 10 years.  The relationships created with new landowners will allow for greater opportunities in the future for project development.  Also, the educational programs (property visits, handouts, brochures, and training) will enhance the level of fire awareness and forest health for citizens living in the communities.  This treatment will include the distribution of publications such as the Living with Fire documents and holding community meetings with federal, state, and county employees.  These events will generate community discussions and collaboration with agencies, as well as provide updated information for landowners with previously treated properties to continue maintenance of past projects.  Living with Fire is a multi-agency collaborative effort to give a consistent message to the public that has been a sustainable program for over ten years in Nevada.  Because of this, it has credibility with both landowners and agencies throughout Nevada.  Many Living with Fire publications have been adapted for use in other states to include Utah and California. 


