

April 15, 2009
To All Interested Volunteer Fire Departments:

The Department of Interior (DOI) and the Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF) are accepting applications for the Rural and Volunteer Fire Assistance Programs.  The intent of these programs is to assist local and volunteer fire departments to improve their readiness for and response to wildfires, especially in the Wildland urban interface.  Specific information and instructions, eligibility criteria and grant applications for both programs are attached to this cover letter.  While both programs are similar, there are some specific differences in application criteria; therefore, both DOI and NDF application packets are enclosed.  For example, DOI funds cannot be used to purchase structure related equipment, while NDF funds allow for that.  

Eligible departments are those that serve communities with a population of less than 10,000.  All departments must have a cooperative fire protection assistance agreement with either DOI or NDF.

Both grant programs require a 10% match from the grant recipient.  Matching share can be in the form of cash or “in kind” contributions, to include donated labor, services, equipment, supplies, and more.  Donated labor is valued at the Bureau of Labor rate of $20.25 per hour.
Eligible departments may apply for funding from both agencies.  The maximum grant award from DOI and NDF is $20,000 per department.  To apply for funding from DOI and NDF, both applications must be submitted to the designated agency personnel (see attached agency notifications).  DOI awards are expected no sooner than October of 2009.  NDF awards are expected no sooner than July of 2009.  Departments should not request duplicate equipment, training or supplies from both NDF and DOI unless the request is divided due to maximum amount cost restraints.  Applications with duplicate requests will not be funded by one or both agencies.  Application deadline is June 26, 2009.
The Nevada Fire Board wishes your department the best of luck in obtaining grant funds from these agencies.  For specific questions about the programs, please refer to the instructions in each agency packet.


Good Luck!
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Mike Dondero

Nevada Fire Board

Attachments:   NDF Application Packet

                         BLM Application Packet
2478 Fairview Drive Carson City, NV
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Nevada Fire Board of Directors


Bureau of Land Management, Nevada Division of Forestry


U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs


National Park Service, Fish & Wildlife Service





Phone:  775-684-2500


Fax:      775-684-2570
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