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STATE OF NEVADA 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
NEVADA DIVISION OF FORESTRY

2478 Fairview Drive
Carson City, Nevada 89701

Phone (775) 684-2500


Fax (775) 684-2570 

April 15, 2009
VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSISTANCE FUNDS AVAILABLE!

The Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF) is accepting grant applications for the Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) Program.  The intent of the program is to prepare rural (local and volunteer) fire departments, which protect communities with populations of less than 10,000, to improve their readiness for and response to wildfires-especially in the wildland-urban interface.  While paid fire departments are not excluded from participation in the VFA Program, targeting of grants to qualifying fire departments having a membership comprised of at least 80% volunteer firefighters is encouraged.  All Fire Departments meeting the criteria, and interested in applying for funds from NDF, should prepare and submit an application to NDF’s State Headquarters (see end of this announcement for address and contact information.)

Application deadline is June 26, 2009.
Application Information and Instructions

Who Can Apply?

Single Fire Departments serving rural areas or communities with a population of less than 10,000 are eligible for funding through this program.  

Area fire departments (fire districts, townships, etc.) may serve an aggregate population of greater than 10,000 as long as the service area of the fire department includes a rural area or a rural community having a population of 10,000 or less.  The VFA funding must be used to benefit the rural population.

VFA grants may be approved to fire training academies if they benefit the rural communities and to federally recognized Indian tribes as long as the VFD is not administered by the BIA.

What Can the Funds Be Used For?

Funds can be used to provide technical assistance to departments for training and equipment to enhance protection capabilities across all land ownerships.  Projects will be scored based on departments/communities with the greatest need and projects that will bring the most benefit to the communities served.  Eligible projects/items include:
· Developing static water supplies (ie dry hydrants and cisterns)

· Developing or sustaining multi-community/fire department projects such as a mutual aid communications networks

· Converting FEPP vehicles to water tenders, engines, brush trucks, and equipment trucks

· Providing fire management training to department volunteers
· Purchasing equipment, apparatus, and supplies to safely and adequately respond to wildland fires and all risk incidents in rural communities (to include but not limited to radios, nozzles, hose, self-contained breathing apparatus, handtools, personal protective clothing, portable pumps, generators, class “A” foam delivery equipment, foam concentrate, fire apparatus, and FEPP apparatus.)
VFA is not authorized for purchase, construction or renovation of capital improvements such as fire stations or pressurized water systems.  Loans are available through other Federal sources for these purposes.  VFDs administered by the BIA are not eligible through this program and should apply through the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Maximum Grant Amount:

The maximum grant award is $20,000.  
Program Requirements:

· Reimbursement Process 

Grantees must purchase and pay for approved items, then submit a request for reimbursement, which includes proof of payment, to the Nevada Division of Forestry.  For those departments with limited funds available, arrangements for advanced payment may be made during the time of award.

· Matching 
Successful grantees must provide a 10% match.  Matching share can be supplied through “in-kind” services or cash.  Examples of “in-kind” contributions include volunteer labor for associated projects such as installation of dry fire hydrants or donation of services to include instruction, training, labor and more. 

· Reporting 
Successful grantees must complete a final progress report upon project completion which includes pictures of grant funded items.
When Will Funds Be Available?

NDF is hopeful that the US Forest Service will continue funding the VFA grant program.  Funding will be available as soon as money is awarded to NDF for the program, the selection process is complete and all paperwork is signed.  The earliest this may happen is July 1, 2009.
Other Important Things You Should Know:

· VFD’s may only submit one application for funding per grant cycle from NDF.
· Applications must include an original signature.

· All successful applicants will be required to abide by the rules of the VFA program and all applicable OMB circular and Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) rules.

· Only those items listed in the approved budget will be authorized for purchase.  All items must be purchased during the effective grant period.  Those items purchased prior to the grant award, or after the established deadline, will be ineligible for reimbursement. 

· All items purchased with these funds, having a unit acquisition cost of $300 or more, must be marked and identified as property secured through the VFA program.

· If  you would like to fill this application in electronically, then print, sign and submit go to www.forestry.nv.gov and click on the 08/09 VFA request for proposals link. The application is in adobe.  It is fill in enabled and adds automatically in any form of Adobe Reader 5.0 or higher.  To download Adobe Reader free, go to http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html.   

Application Deadline: 

Completed grant applications must be submitted to the State Office of the Nevada Division of Forestry by 5 PM June 26, 2009.
Contact Information:
Please submit completed application packets for the NDF Volunteer Fire Assistance Program to:
Nevada Division of Forestry- State Headquarters
Attention: Kacey KC

2478 Fairview Drive

Carson City, NV  89701
For questions regarding the NDF Volunteer Fire Assistance program or the grant application process, you can also contact Kacey KC at 775-684-2511 or via email ( kaceykc@forestry.nv.gov ).
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