
BY-LAWS 
OF THE 

NEVADA SHADE TREE COUNCIL 
 

Statement of Purpose 
 
The Nevada Shade Tree Council (NSTC) is a nonprofit organization composed of 
concerned citizens throughout the State.  The Nevada Shade Tree Council serves as an 
advisory committee to the Nevada Division of Forestry Urban Community Forestry 
programs.  NSTC’s common goal is to improve community forests and green spaces.  
The Council guides a statewide program that provides technical and financial assistance 
to communities and volunteer groups. 
 
Mission 
 
To provide statewide leadership in celebrating Arbor Day and Nevada Shade Tree Week, 
and to develop and support community forestry programs in addition to providing an 
increased awareness of proper tree planting and care in Nevada. 
 
 
Section I 
 

1.      Board of Directors:  A Board of Directors consisting of the Officers and not 
more than 25 members shall manage the business and affairs of the Council. 

 
2.      Election of Directors:  The members of this Council shall at each annual 

meeting elect such members to the Board of Directors as shall be required to fill 
vacancies thereon, each of whom shall hold office until the expiration of the 
respective term for which he or she is elected, and until the successor is elected.  
Vacancies occurring in the membership of the Board of Directors during the 
interim between annual meetings may be fulfilled by recommendation of the 
remaining Directors. 

 
The first Board of Directors as mentioned in Article VI of the Articles of 
Incorporation shall serve for a period of one Year.  Upon expiration of the one-
year term, one third of the Board of Directors shall be elected for a three-year 
term.  (See Appendix A) 

 
Candidates for the Board of Directors shall be chosen from the membership of 
the Council’s Chapters and shall be nominated by a Nomination Committee 
prior to each annual meeting.  Additional candidates may be nominated from the 
floor at such meetings.  Election of the Board and Directors shall be at each 
annual meeting by members of the Board and voting delegates from each 
Chapter as designated in the Chapter By-Laws. 
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3. An Executive Board Committee shall be composed of the President, President-
Elect, Past President, Treasurer, Secretary and standing committee chairs, and a 
representative to the Advisory Group.  Additionally, the representatives of NDF, 
UNCE, USFS and NRCS become continuing exofficio members of the board.  
Support staff to NDF and UNCE will not be directed by or report to any member 
of the Executive or Advisory Boards, but will perform their duties at the direction 
of their agency. 

 
The members of the Board shall have the right at any regular or special meeting to 
remove a Director and to elect a new Director to take his/her place.  A two-thirds 
vote of the Board and voting delegates from each Chapter is required to remove a 
Board member. 

 
 
Section II 
 

1. Membership:  Membership is confined to those individuals who are interested 
in urban forestry and the goals and objectives of the Nevada Shade Tree 
Council.  Members must attend at least 75% of functions. 
Membership dues shall be $20.00 a year payable on annual meeting. 
 

2. Other classes of membership, and dues appropriate thereto may be 
established, as the Directors shall determine. 

 
a.) Friends of the Nevada Shade Tree Council are non-voting members who 

wish to support the Council through sponsorships, and would include 
corporations, foundations, agencies and other interested parties who are not 
individuals, and thus not eligible for chapter membership or individuals not 
wanting to join a chapter.  The Friends designation is for the year in which the 
contribution is made. 

 
b.) Honorary membership for one year may be conferred upon any individual 

by consensus vote of the Board of Directors.  Honorary members shall have 
all the rights and privileges accorded to regular members.  Honorary 
membership shall be members representing membership from State, Federal, 
local government entities, private industry, education (all levels), public non-
profit groups, citizen groups and citizens at large who are interested in the 
goals and objectives of the NSTC with an emphasis in providing diversity and 
access to membership in NSTC. 

 
 
Section III 
 
Meetings:  The council shall hold one regular meeting per year and additional meeting as 
may be necessary.  Special meetings of the Council may be called at any time by the 
President, or at the request of three or more Directors; notice of special meetings shall 



state the purpose of the meetings.  Notice of all meetings shall be given by written notice 
mailed at least seven days prior to the date thereof, addressed to each member as her or 
his name shall appear upon the books of the Corporation. 
Meetings of the Directors shall be called at the discretion of the President.  Ten Directors, 
including the officers, shall constitute a quorum.   
 
 
Section IV 
 
Annual Meeting:  The annual meeting of the membership shall be held prior to Arbor 
Day each year at the direction of the Board of Directors.  At this meeting all vacancies on 
the Board of Directors shall be filled by a majority vote of the Directors and delegates 
present and entitled to vote.  The officers of the Corporation shall also be elected at the 
meeting.  The officers shall serve for a term of 2 years.  At the annual meeting of the 
members, the presence of ten members shall constitute a quorum. 

 
 

Section V 
 

1. Officers:  The officers of the Corporation shall be a President, a President-
Elect, a Secretary, a Treasurer and a Past President.  The offices of Secretary 
and Treasurer may be combined in a single person.  The officers shall be 
Directors ex-officio of the Corporation.  Nominees must have been a member of 
the Board for not less then one year. 

 
2. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Directors and shall sign all 

instruments required to be executed by the Corporation.  He/she shall perform 
the duties usual to the chief executive officer of corporations. 

 
3. The President-Elect, in the absence of the President or his/her inability to act, 

shall perform the duties of the President.  The President-Elect is the nominations 
chair for membership to the Board. 

 
4. The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of the Directors; shall have 

custody of the seal and records of the Corporation; shall sign with the President 
all instruments required to be executed by the Corporation, and shall discharge 
such other duties as may be prescribed by the President and Directors. 

 
5. The Treasurer shall keep full and accurate accounts of receipts and 

disbursements in accordance with the Federal fiscal year, and shall receive 
monies from whatever source, and deposit them in the name and to the credit of 
the Corporation in such depository or depositories as may be designated by the 
Directors, and shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the 
President and directors. 

 



6. The State Urban Forestry Coordinator and United States Forest Service 
Regional Coordinator shall be Ex-Officio member of the Board of Directors 
and shall provide liaison between the Council, Nevada Division of Forestry, and 
Regional Office of the United States Forest Service. 

 
7. The Community Forestry Volunteer Development Coordinator shall be an 

Ex-Officio member of then Board of Directors and shall promote volunteerism 
among the Chapters; represent volunteer programs before the Board of 
Directors and serve as a liaison between the Board of Directors and the 
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension. 

 
 
Section VI 
 
Proxies:  Proxies or powers of attorney to vote shall at no time be permitted. 
 
 
Section VII 
 

1. Amendments:  These By-Laws may be amended at any regular meeting of the 
Directors by a majority vote of all the Directors (13 members). 

 
a.) 1st Amendment:  November 16, 2001 

 
The term of President and President-Elect is two (2) consecutive years.  If 
any member is voted in as President or President-Elect, their term on the 
Board will automatically be extended to the end of their term as President 
or President-Elect.  Adjustment for the Board member rotation will be 
made at the end of other Board members terms. 
 

b.) 2nd Amendment:  November 16, 2001 
 

Each board Member is required to attend at least 75 percent of NSTC’s 
functions.  Each member needs to continue an active role in these 
functions in order for NSTRC to serve its mission and achieve its goals.  If 
any member does not attend at least 75 percent of NSTC’s functions, the 
executive Board has the right to terminate the Board member’s 
membership 
 

c.) 3rd Amendment:  March 8, 2005? 
 

The council shall hold one regular meeting per year and additional 
meetings as necessary. Ten Directors shall constitute a quorum. 
 
 
 



d.) 4th Amendment:  March 8, 2005; confirmed with a 2nd vote on June6, 2005 
 

The annual meeting of the membership shall be held prior to Arbor Day 
each year at the discretion of the Board of Directors. 
 

e.) 5th Amendment:  June 6, 2005 
 

Annual dues foe the membership of NSTC shall be $20.00. 
 

f.) 6th Amendment: Pending vote at June 12, 2006 meeting. 
 
Open meeting law adjustments? 

 
 
We the undersigned, being members and Directors of the Nevada Shade Tree Council 
named in the Articles of Incorporation, have the day, pursuant to law, adopted the 
foregoing By-Laws of the Nevada shade Tree Council. 
 
 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto subscribed our signatures on 
this__________day of __________________ (1996) (2003) (2006) 


