Builders & Property Owners 
Beware of Pinyon Ips beetles!
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What killed these trees? When this site was cleared for construction, the Pinyon Ips beetles were inadvertently attracted to this property. The Ips beetles then infested and killed many of the surrounding pinyon pines.

What is the Pinyon Ips beetle? The Ips beetle is native to Nevada’s woodlands. Ips are attracted to freshly damaged trees. Damage may be caused by grading, disturbing roots, pruning or cutting trees, or pushing over and leaving trees. Ips beetles lay their eggs under the bark of pinyon pines. When the eggs hatch, the larvae feed on the inner bark of the trees, eventually killing the tree.  The beetles can then spread to healthy trees. After becoming adults, the beetles will bore out of the tree, and fly to new trees to begin another generation. They can produce three or four generations a year beginning in April.  The pinyon’s defense against Pinyon Ips is to pitch the beetles out when they initially bore in, if they have become stressed by development and/or drought, they often do not have enough pitch to drown the beetles out. The insect also will breed in freshly cut material that is large than 4” in diameter. A large amount of suitable breeding material present resulting from tree cutting/pushing-over activities is likely to trigger an outbreak if it continues. 

What can be done to avoid attracting Ips beetles? Carefully plan your development and roads so as not to create burial, compaction or disturbance of existing Pinyon pine root systems.  It’s recommended to cut pinyons in the late fall or winter, when insects are not active.  However, this may not work with construction schedules.  So removal of cut material becomes paramount. Trees cut for construction need to be buried or removed from the site so they are not infested by Ips. Pruning of pinyon pines is not advised.  A better approach to reducing fire hazard in pinyon stands, which will also improve tree vigor, is to remove (thin) trees to provide a wide spacing – approximately 1.5 times the height of the average tree.  

 
For further information see Pinyon Pine – Management Guidelines for Common Pest, at:

http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/files/nr/2003/EB0302.pdf  
Or call the Nevada Division of Forestry at: 
775-849-2500 
 Western Nevada,   

775-738-3454  Northern Nevada 
702-486-5123  Southern Nevada
[image: image2.jpg]FOREST
WATERSHED

PROTECTION





